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Introduction

Distinguished participants of this event, colleagues and fellow advocates for our planet, Assalaamu
Alaikum and a very good afternoon to you all. It is both a great honor and privilege to speak about
one of the most vulnerable nations on Earth, my home country, the Maldives. A nation of extra
ordinary beauty and resilience, yet facing the stark reality of living with the effects of climate
change. For us Maldivians, Climate change is not a debate, it is a living, daily experience.

Climate Change and Maldives

The impacts of climate change and climate change induced events are already reshaping our
landscape. Coastal Erosion and Inundation events affect nearly 70% of our inhabited islands. These
events are impacting local communities around the Maldives, some islands losing up to 30 meters
of land widths along the coastal areas, and some cases even involving relocation and evacuation in

recent decades.

As a nation where more than 80% of our islands have an elevation of less than 1-meter, and most
critical assets, including utilities, transportation hubs, and healthcare located within one hundred
meters from the shoreline, sea-level rise threatens to submerge a vast majority of our islands.
Behind these statistics are families; communities whose cultural heritage and livelihoods are deeply
tied to the ocean. We need to recognize that land loss is not just about territory. Itis about culture,

heritage, and identity. Our language, traditions, and ancestral ties are inseparable from our islands.
| As the seas rise, so does the risk grow for losing who we are.

| Although Erosion is a natural phenomenon for coral islands such as the Maldives, the dynamic
| nature of our islands and how they adjust to modifications made to them result in communities

becoming more vulnerable to climate induced stresses. When our islands developed over time, the
need for accessibility and development rose exponentially. Construction of Harbors, Airports and
Reclamation to adjust to these pressures became a prevalent solution.

Implementing such projects has brought great benefits in a local context, but for some islands, it
has also diminished the island’s capacity and resilience to climatic events. Hard structures and
coastal modifications restrict sediment transport and cause erosion around the island. While
revetments and breakwaters become solutions for some cases, it is important to understand that
this is not applicable to all islands. Each island requires different and localized approaches to both
mitigate and prevent erosion and inundation. However, we are seeing that even with sophisticated



coastal protection systems in place, our islands cannot keep up with the pace of change induced by
climate change.

Current Endeavors

That being said, we have been working with a lot of parties to address some of these challenges.
The Ministry of Tourism and Environment with funding support from ADB is implementing a project
on climate resilience with the objective to strengthen the climate resilience of inhabited islands
and agri-food systems. This project includes enhancing the weather monitoring capacity to support
informed climate decisions to safeguard urban infrastructure, agricultural productivity and food
security.

We are also in the process of formulating a nation-wide Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan
under the JICA-GCF Co-Financed project: Building Climate Resilient Safer Islands in the Maldives. A
plan that focuses on community-based beach maintenance and monitoring. The project also
focuses on having soft-solutions to preserve the natural aesthetic of target islands and enhancing
 the institutional capacity for long-term data collection, processing and data driven decision making.

| Maldives Needs

Before | conclude, | would like to briefly emphasize the importance of strengthening the Maldives’
capacity to address climate change—induced events. As we all recognize, meeting the challenges of
climate change requires informed, data-driven decision-making. To achieve this, there is a pressing
need to build institutional capacity within Maldivian organizations — through both targeted training
programs and improved access to modern equipment and technology. | hope that together we can
continue this conversation, working toward the resilient growth of our nation while safeguarding
our identity for generations to come.

Thank you once again for this opportunity, and for your continued commitment to our shared
future.



